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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

I'm recently back from KansasFest, an annual computer convention the attendance of which overlaps greatly with the membership of Syndicomm Online.  I even had the pleasure of hosting several such individuals in my own city, prior to us jointly departing for KFest.

This experience reinforced for me the strength of the relationships I've formed as a result of communities such as Syndicomm Online.  We are not what most people would consider "normal", and whether we're engaging in normal activities - watching a movie, playing skeeball - or abnormal activities - flying 1,500 miles to hurl cardboard apples at people at 3:00 AM - the people I've met through services such as Syndicomm Online are incomparable to anyone or anything else I know.

I appreciate the opportunity Syndicomm provides for us to keep in touch year round, and I hope you take every chance you get to extend your online relationships to offline as well.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
The HelpDesk occasionally serves as a home to topics that do not have their own fora.  Users of operating systems such as Linux and Windows will now find topics to accommodate them in Category 2: Just Hanging Around.

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
It's difficult to stay current with hardware: as soon as you invest in one model, a better one comes along.  Fortunately, that means improvements are being constantly implemented.  What features do you want to see in your next Palm?  Post your ideas, and read other people's, in Category 4, Topic 3: Rumors and Chat about 3Com/Palm.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
KansasFest 2004 is over, meaning that anticipation for the next year's event.  In 2005, the outing may include a trip to a local amusement park or golf course.  Such possibilities range the conversations found in Category 5, Topic 7: KFest 2005.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
"Revenge of the Sith" - this subtitle for the third (or sixth, depending on how you look at it) and final Star Wars film has been well-received.  Discuss this final installment in Category 32, Topic 3: Star Wars Episode III.  If you prefer your science fiction on television, then Category 13 hosts many Star Trek-related topics.  In Topic 1, we ponder the future of Star Trek by suggesting ideas for a new series.  In Topic 3, DVD releases of The Next Generation are announced.  And in Topic 6, Season 4 of Enterprise is eagerly awaited.  Speaking of continuations, the second Spider-Man 2 movie has won much acclaim.  Those who have seen it discuss its revealing details in Category 33, Topic 2: Spider-Man 2 Spoilers.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
What's old is new again, as made evident by the gamut of retro merchandise and media.  In Category 11, Topic 2: NES Software, the availability of 8-bit Nintendo music files and Nintendo-related clothing are highlighted, while Category 33, Topic 1: General Discussion of Other Consoles, mentions a newsletter devoted entirely to classic gaming.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Some books take awhile to make the transition to a digital format, but the classics have had ample time to be made available thus.  Thanks to Project Gutenberg, the works of Mark Twain, Herman Melville, and Lewis Carroll are available to download for free, for reading on your desktop, laptop, or palmtop.  Read about this resource in Category 2, Topic 12: eBooks.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
